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SUPPORTING STATEMENT
SOUTHWEST REGION VESSEL IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS

OMB CONTROL NO. 0648-0361

A. JUSTIFICATION

1.  Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.

The success of fisheries management programs depends significantly on regulatory compliance. 
The vessel identification requirement is essential to facilitate enforcement.  The ability to link
fishing or other activity to the vessel owner or operator is crucial to enforcement of the
regulations issued under the authority of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (M-S Act) to govern domestic and foreign fishing and under authority of laws
implementing international treaties.

2.  Explain how, by whom, how frequently, and for what purpose the information will be
used.

In the domestic Southwest Region fisheries regulated under 50 CFR Part 660, the vessel's
official number is required to be displayed on the port and starboard sides of the deckhouse or
hull, and on an appropriate weather deck.  It identifies each vessel and should be visible at
distances at sea and in the air.   The requirements affect Western Pacific pelagic longline vessels, 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands crustacean vessels, Western Pacific bottomfishing vessels,
precious coral fishing vessels, and West Coast coastal pelagic fishing vessels.

In the South Pacific tuna purse seine fishery regulated under 50 CFR Part 300 Subpart D, the
international radio call sign (IRCS) number is used and must be painted on the hull and a deck. 
The IRCS number also must be painted on the side of any auxiliary equipment such as skiffs and
helicopters. 

The identification number provides law enforcement personnel with a means to monitor fishing,
at-sea processing, and other related activities, to ascertain whether the vessel's observed
activities are in accordance with those authorized for that vessel. The identifying number is used
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the U.S. Coast Guard, and other marine
agencies in issuing violation, prosecutions, and other enforcement actions.  Vessels that qualify
for particular fisheries are readily identified, and this allows for more cost-effective enforcement. 
Cooperating fishermen also use the number to report suspicious activities that they observe. 
Regulation-compliant fishermen ultimately benefit as unauthorized and illegal fishing is deterred
and more burdensome regulations are avoided.
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3.  Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of
automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological techniques or other forms of
information technology.

The requirement that each vessel display an identification number on its deckhouse or hull, and
its weather deck, does not lend itself to technology.  Transponders and vessel monitoring system
units are comparatively expensive and their signals cannot be accessed directly by the U.S. Coast
Guard in the air or by its vessels at this time.  No other technology appears to be less costly and
still capable of providing the necessary information to support enforcement.

4.  Describe efforts to identify duplication.

There is no duplication with other collections.  The U.S. Coast requires the name of the vessel be
marked on its hull.

5.  If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe
the methods used to minimize burden. 

Most of the vessels categorized as small businesses.  The collection will not have a significant
impact on small businesses, and no special modifications of the requirements were considered
necessary to accommodate the needs of small businesses.

6.  Describe the consequences to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is
not conducted or is conducted less frequently. 

The NMFS and U.S. Coast Guard could not enforce the fisheries management measures if the
collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently.

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a
manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines. 

No special circumstances require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with
the OMB guidelines.

8.  Provide a copy of the PRA Federal Register notice that solicited public comments on the
information collection prior to this submission.  Summarize the public comments received
in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those
comments.  Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their
views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and
recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be
recorded, disclosed, or reported.

A Federal Register Notice (copy attached) solicited public comments.  None were received.  
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9.  Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

No payments or gifts are provided.

10.  Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for
assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

There is no assurance of confidentiality provided.  This is public information.

11.  Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual
behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered
private.

There are no sensitive questions.

12.  Provide an estimate in hours of the burden of the collection of information.

The estimated total number of vessels affected is 356 (217 Western Pacific pelagic longline
vessels, 8 Northwestern Hawaiian Islands crustacean vessels, 19 Western Pacific bottomfishing
vessels, 2 precious coral fishing vessels, 70 West Coast coastal pelagic fishing vessels, and 40
purse seine fishing vessels).  For all but the purse seine vessels, the burden is estimated at 45
minutes each (15 minutes for each of three locations on the vessel).  For the purse seine vessels,
the burden is estimated at 1.25 hours (15 minutes for each of three locations on the vessel plus
15 minutes each for one skiff and one helicopter).  The total estimate burden therefore is:

316 vessels x   .75 hours = 237 hours
  40 vessels x 1.25 hours =   50 hours

       Total   = 287 hours

13.  Provide an estimate of the total annual cost burden to the respondents or record-
keepers resulting from the collection.

The only costs to respondents is the cost of the paint to apply the vessel’s official number.  It is
assumed the vessel has paint brushes.  At $10 per vessel, the cost would be $2,870.

14.  Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.

There is no cost to the Federal government.

15.  Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or
14 of the OMB 83-I.

No changes are requested.
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16.  For collections whose results will be published, outline the plans for tabulation and
publication.

No results are published.

17.  If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the
information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

N/A.

18.  Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in Item 19 of the 
OMB 83-I.

There are no exceptions.

B.  COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL METHODS

This collection does not employ statistical methods.
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–00 Edition)§ 660.15

are otherwise subject to subpart C of
this part, including, but not limited to,
information concerning:

(i) The name of the vessel involved in
each transaction and the owner or op-
erator of the vessel.

(ii) The weight, number, and size of
each species of fish involved in each
transaction.

(iii) Prices paid by the buyer and pro-
ceeds to the seller in each transaction.

(2) Crustaceans management unit spe-
cies. Upon request, any first-level buyer
must immediately allow an authorized
officer and any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by the Regional Director, to
access, inspect, and copy all records re-
lating to the harvest, sale, or transfer
of crustacean management unit species
taken by vessels that have permits
issued under this subpart or that are
otherwise subject to subpart D of this
part. This requirement may be met by
furnishing the information on a work-
sheet provided by the Regional Direc-
tor. The information must include, but
is not limited to:

(i) The name of the vessel involved in
each transaction and the owner or op-
erator of the vessel.

(ii) The amount, number, and size of
each management unit species involved
in each transaction.

(iii) Prices paid by the buyer and pro-
ceeds to the seller in each transaction.

(3) Bottomfish and seamount groundfish
management unit species. Any person
who is required by state laws and regu-
lations to maintain records of landings
and sales for vessels regulated by this
subpart and subpart E of this part must
make those records immediately avail-
able for Federal inspection and copying
upon request by an authorized officer.

(g) State reporting. Any person who
has a permit under §§ 660.21 or 660.61
and who is required by state laws and
regulations to maintain and submit
records of landings and sales for vessels
regulated by subparts C and E of this
part must maintain and submit those
records in the exact manner required
by state laws and regulations.

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 27524, May 20, 1997]

§ 660.15 Prohibitions.

In addition to the prohibitions in
§ 600.725 of this chapter, it is unlawful
for any person to:

(a) Engage in fishing without a valid
permit or facsimile of a valid permit on
board the vessel and available for in-
spection by an authorized officer, when
a permit is required under § 660.13 or
§ 660.17, unless the vessel was at sea
when the permit was issued under
§ 660.13, in which case the permit must
be on board the vessel before its next
trip.

(b) File false information on any ap-
plication for a fishing permit under
§ 660.13 or an EFP under § 660.17.

(c) Fail to file reports in the exact
manner required by any state law or
regulation, as required in § 660.14.

(d) Falsify or fail to make, keep,
maintain, or submit any logbook or
logbook form or other record or report
required under §§ 660.14 and 660.17.

(e) Refuse to make available to an
authorized officer or a designee of the
Regional Director for inspection or
copying, any records that must be
made available in accordance with
§ 660.14.

(f) Fail to affix or maintain vessel or
gear markings, as required by §§ 660.16,
660.24, and 660.47.

(g) Violate a term or condition of an
EFP issued under § 660.17.

(h) Fail to report any take of or
interaction with protected species as
required by § 660.17(k).

(i) Fish without an observer on board
the vessel after the owner or agent of
the owner has been directed by NMFS
to make accommodations available for
an observer under §§ 660.17, 660.28, 660.49,
or 660.65.

(j) Refuse to make accommodations
available for an observer when so di-
rected by the Regional Director under
§ 660.28, § 660.49, or § 660.65, or under any
provision in an EFP issued under
§ 660.17.

(k) Fail to notify officials as required
in §§ 660.23, 660.28, 660.43, and 660.63.

§ 660.16 Vessel identification.

(a) Each fishing vessel subject to this
subpart must display its official num-
ber on the port and starboard sides of
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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.17

the deckhouse or hull, and on an appro-
priate weather deck, so as to be visible
from enforcement vessels and aircraft.

(b) The official number must be af-
fixed to each vessel subject to this sub-
part and subparts C, D, E, and F of this
part, in block Arabic numerals at least
18 inches (45.7 cm) in height for fishing
and receiving vessels of 65 ft (19.8 m)
LOA or longer, and at least 10 inches
(25.4 cm) in height for all other vessels,
except vessels subject to Subpart F and
65 ft (19.8 m) LOA or longer must be
marked in block Arabic numerals at
least 14 inches (35.6 cm) in height.
Marking must be legible and of a color
that contrasts with the background.

(c) The vessel operator must ensure
that the official number is clearly leg-
ible and in good repair.

(d) The vessel operator must ensure
that no part of the vessel, its rigging,
or its fishing gear obstructs the view of
the official number from an enforce-
ment vessel or aircraft.

§ 660.17 Experimental fishing.

(a) General. The Regional Director
may authorize, for limited purposes,
the direct or incidental harvest of man-
agement unit species that would other-
wise be prohibited by this subpart and
subparts C, D, E, and F of this part. No
experimental fishing may be conducted
unless authorized by an EFP issued by
the Regional Director in accordance
with the criteria and procedures speci-
fied in this section. EFPs will be issued
without charge.

(b) Observers. No experimental fishing
for crustacean management unit spe-
cies may be conducted unless an NMFS
scientific observer is aboard the vessel.

(c) Application. An applicant for an
EFP must submit to the Regional Di-
rector at least 60 days before the de-
sired date of the EFP a written appli-
cation including, but not limited to,
the following information:

(1) The date of the application.
(2) The applicant’s name, mailing ad-

dress, and telephone number.
(3) A statement of the purposes and

goals of the experiment for which an
EFP is needed, including a general de-
scription of the arrangements for dis-
position of all species harvested under
the EFP.

(4) A statement of whether the pro-
posed experimental fishing has broader
significance than the applicant’s indi-
vidual goals.

(5) For each vessel to be covered by
the EFP:

(i) Vessel name.
(ii) Name, address, and telephone

number of owner and operator.
(iii) USCG documentation, state li-

cense, or registration number.
(iv) Home port.
(v) Length of vessel.
(vi) Net tonnage.
(vii) Gross tonnage.
(6) A description of the species (di-

rected and incidental) to be harvested
under the EFP and the amount of such
harvest necessary to conduct the ex-
periment.

(7) For each vessel covered by the
EFP, the approximate times and places
fishing will take place, and the type,
size, and amount of gear to be used.

(8) The signature of the applicant.
(d) Incomplete applications. The Re-

gional Director may request from an
applicant additional information nec-
essary to make the determinations re-
quired under this section. An applicant
will be notified of an incomplete appli-
cation within 10 working days of re-
ceipt of the application. An incomplete
application will not be considered until
corrected in writing.

(e) Issuance. (1) If an application con-
tains all of the required information,
NMFS will publish a notice of receipt
of the application in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER with a brief description of the
proposal and will give interested per-
sons an opportunity to comment. The
Regional Director will also forward
copies of the application to the Coun-
cil, the USCG, and the fishery manage-
ment agency of the affected state, ac-
companied by the following informa-
tion:

(i) The current utilization of domes-
tic annual harvesting and processing
capacity (including existing experi-
mental harvesting, if any) of the di-
rected and incidental species for which
an EFP is being requested.

(ii) A citation of the regulation or
regulations that, without the EFP,
would prohibit the proposed activity.

(iii) Biological information relevant
to the proposal.
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Int’l. Fishing and Related Activities § 300.38

(d) Any information required to be
recorded, or to be notified, commu-
nicated or reported pursuant to a re-
quirement of these regulations, the
Act, or the Treaty shall be true, com-
plete and correct. Any change in cir-
cumstances that has the effect of ren-
dering any of the information provided
false, incomplete or misleading shall be
communicated immediately to the Re-
gional Administrator.

§ 300.35 Vessel and gear identification.
While a vessel is in the Licensing

Area, a Limited Area closed to fishing,
or a Closed Area, a recent and up-to-
date copy of the International Code of
Signals (INTERCO) shall be on board
and accessible at all times. The oper-
ator shall comply with the 1989 Food
and Agricultural Organization stand-
ard specifications for the marking and
identification of fishing vessels. The
international radio call sign of the ves-
sel shall be painted in white on a black
background, or in black on a white
background, and be clear, distinct, and
uncovered, in the following manner:

(a) On both sides of the vessel’s hull
or superstructure, with each letter and
number being at least 1 m high and
having a stroke width of 16.7 cm, with
the background extending to provide a
border around the mark of not less
than 16.7 cm.

(b) On the vessel’s deck, on the body
of any helicopter and on the hull of any
skiff, with each letter and number
being at least 30 cm high, and having a
stroke width of 5 cm with the back-
ground extending to provide a border
around the mark of not less than 5 cm.

(c) On any other equipment being
carried by and intended to be separated
from the vessel during normal fishing
operations, with each letter and num-
ber being at least 10 cm high and hav-
ing a stroke width of 1.7 cm, with the
background extending to provide a bor-
der around the mark of not less than
1.7 cm.

§ 300.36 Closed area stowage require-
ments.

At all times while a vessel is in a
Closed Area, the fishing gear of the
vessel shall be stowed in a manner as
not to be readily available for fishing.
In particular, the boom shall be low-

ered as far as possible so that the ves-
sel cannot be used for fishing, but so
that the skiff is accessible for use in
emergency situations; the helicopter, if
any shall be tied down; and launches
shall be secured.

§ 300.37 Radio monitoring.
The international distress frequency,

2.182 mHz, and 156.8 mHz (Channel 16,
VHF) shall be monitored continuously
from the vessel for the purpose of fa-
cilitating communication with the
fisheries management, surveillance and
enforcement authorities of the Parties.

§ 300.38 Prohibitions.
(a) Except as provided for in § 300.39,

in addition to the prohibitions in
§ 300.4, it is unlawful for any person
subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to do any of the fol-
lowing:

(1) To violate the Act or any provi-
sion of any regulation or order issued
pursuant to Act.

(2) To use a vessel for fishing in vio-
lation of an applicable national law.

(3) To violate the terms and condi-
tions of any fishing arrangement to
which that person is a party.

(4) To use a vessel for fishing in a
Limited Area in violation of the re-
quirements set forth in Schedule 3 of
Annex I of the Treaty on ‘‘Limited
Areas’’.

(5) To use a vessel for fishing in any
Closed Area.

(6) To refuse to permit any author-
ized officer or authorized party officer
to board a fishing vessel for purpose of
conducting a search or inspection in
connection with the enforcement of the
Act or the Treaty.

(7) To refuse to comply with the in-
structions of an authorized officer or
authorized party officer relating to
fishing activities under the Treaty.

(8) To refuse to permit an authorized
inspector full access to any place where
fish taken in the Licensing Area is un-
loaded.

(9) To refuse to allow an authorized
inspector to remove samples of fish
from a vessel that fished in the Licens-
ing Area.

(10) To forcibly assault, resist, op-
pose, impede, intimidate, or interfere
with:
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(B) minimize the mortality of bycatch which cannot be avoided;

(12) assess the type and amount of fish caught and released alive during recreational
fishing under catch and release fishery management programs and the mortality of such fish, and
include conservation and management measures that, to the extent practicable, minimize mortality
and ensure the extended survival of such fish;

(13) include a description of the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors
which participate in the fishery and, to the extent practicable, quantify trends in landings of the
managed fishery resource by the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing sectors; and

(14) to the extent that rebuilding plans or other conservation and management measures
which reduce the overall harvest in a fishery are necessary, allocate any harvest restrictions or
recovery benefits fairly and equitably among the commercial, recreational, and charter fishing
sectors in the fishery.

97-453, 99-659, 101-627, 102-251, 104-297

(b) DISCRETIONARY PROVISIONS.--Any fishery management plan which is prepared by
any Council, or by the Secretary, with respect to any fishery, may-- 

(1) require a permit to be obtained from, and fees to be paid to, the Secretary, with respect
to-- 

(A) any fishing vessel of the United States fishing, or wishing to fish, in the
exclusive economic zone [or special areas,]* or for anadromous species or Continental
Shelf fishery resources beyond such zone [or areas]*; 

(B) the operator of any such vessel; or

(C) any United States fish processor who first receives fish that are subject to the
plan;

(2) designate zones where, and periods when, fishing shall be limited, or shall not be
permitted, or shall be permitted only by specified types of fishing vessels or with specified types
and quantities of fishing gear; 

(3) establish specified limitations which are necessary and appropriate for the conservation
and management of the fishery on the--

(A) catch of fish (based on area, species, size, number, weight, sex, bycatch, total
biomass, or other factors);

(B) sale of fish caught during commercial, recreational, or charter fishing,
consistent with any applicable Federal and State safety and quality requirements; and
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(C) transshipment or transportation of fish or fish products under permits issued
pursuant to section 204;

(4) prohibit, limit, condition, or require the use of specified types and quantities of fishing
gear, fishing vessels, or equipment for such vessels, including devices which may be required to
facilitate enforcement of the provisions of this Act; 

(5) incorporate (consistent with the national standards, the other provisions of this Act,
and any other applicable law) the relevant fishery conservation and management measures of the
coastal States nearest to the fishery; 

(6) establish a limited access system for the fishery in order to achieve optimum yield if, in
developing such system, the Council and the Secretary take into account-- 

(A) present participation in the fishery, 

(B) historical fishing practices in, and dependence on, the fishery, 

(C) the economics of the fishery, 

(D) the capability of fishing vessels used in the fishery to engage in other fisheries, 

(E) the cultural and social framework relevant to the fishery and any affected
fishing communities, and

(F) any other relevant considerations; 

(7) require fish processors who first receive fish that are subject to the plan to submit data
(other than economic data) which are necessary for the conservation and management of the
fishery;

(8) require that one or more observers be carried on board a vessel of the United States
engaged in fishing for species that are subject to the plan, for the purpose of collecting data
necessary for the conservation and management of the fishery; except that such a vessel shall not
be required to carry an observer on board if the facilities of the vessel for the quartering of an
observer, or for carrying out observer functions, are so inadequate or unsafe that the health or
safety of the observer or the safe operation of the vessel would be jeopardized;

(9) assess and specify the effect which the conservation and management measures of the
plan will have on the stocks of naturally spawning anadromous fish in the region;

(10) include, consistent with the other provisions of this Act, conservation and
management measures that provide harvest incentives for participants within each gear group to
employ fishing practices that result in lower levels of bycatch or in lower levels of the mortality of
bycatch;



16 U.S.C. 1853

(11) reserve a portion of the allowable biological catch of the fishery for use in scientific
research; and

(12) prescribe such other measures, requirements, or conditions and restrictions as are
determined to be necessary and appropriate for the conservation and management of the fishery. 

97-453, 104-297



US Code as of: 01/23/00

Sec. 973b. Regulations

The Secretary of Commerce, with the concurrence of the Secretary of State and after consultation with
the Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating, shall issue regulations as may be
necessary to carry out the purposes and objectives of the Treaty and this chapter. These regulations shall
be made applicable as necessary to all persons and vessels subject to the jurisdiction of the United States,
wherever located.

US Code : Title 16, Section 973b
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Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to George Darcy, Assistant
Regional Administrator, Sustainable
Fisheries Division, 1 Blackburn Circle,
Gloucester, MA, 01930, (978)281–9331,
fax (978) 281–9135.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

Regulations of 50 CFR 648.8 and
697.8 require that all vessels with
Federal permits to fish in the Northeast
display the vessel’s official number. The
numbers must be in a specific size at
specified locations. The display of the
identifying number aids in fishery law
enforcement.

II. Method of Collection

No information is collected. The
official number must be displayed on
the port and starboard sides of the
deckhouse or hull and on a weather
deck.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0350.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
5,821.

Estimated Time Per Response: 45.
minutes (15 minutes for each of three
markings).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 4,363.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $58,000.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 1, 2001.
Madeleine Clayton,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–11548 Filed 5–7–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D.050301B]

Northeast Region Gear Identification
Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 9, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to George Darcy, Assistant
Regional Administrator, Sustainable
Fisheries Division, 1 Blackburn Circle,
Gloucester, MA, 01930, (978)281–9331,
fax (978)281–9135.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
Regulations (50 CFR 648.81(f), 648.84,

648.123(b)(3), 648.144(b), and 697.21)
require that Federal fishing permit
holders using specified fishing gear
mark that gear with specified
information (the official vessel numbers,
Federal permit number, tag number, or
other method identified in the
regulation). The regulations also specify

how the gear is to be marked (e.g.
location and visibility). Marking of gear
aids law enforcement and also helps
identify gear involved in damage, loss,
or civil proceedings.

II. Method of Collection

No information is collected.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0351.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
3,859.

Estimated Time Per Response: 1
minute per marking.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 36,417.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $65,115.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 1, 2001.
Madeleine Clayton,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–11549 Filed 5–7–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 050301C]

Southwest Region Vessel Identification
Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
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ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 9, 2001].
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Alvin Katekaru, F/
SWRX1, Room 1110, 1601 Kapiolani
Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96814–4700 (phone
808–973–2937).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
Regulations at 50 CFR 660.16 require

that all vessels with Federal permits to
fish in the Southwest display the
vessel’s official number. Regulations are
50 CFR 300.35 require that vessels in
the South Pacific tuna purse seine
fishery must display their international
radio call sign on the hull, the deck, and
on the sides of auxiliary equipment
such as skiffs and helicopters. The
numbers must be in a specific size at
specified locations. The display of the
identifying number aids in fishery law
enforcement.

II. Method of Collection
No information is collected.

III. Data
OMB Number: 0648–0361.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit organizations, individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
356.

Estimated Time Per Response: 45
minutes (15 minutes for each of three
markings) for non-purse seine vessels, 1
hour and 15 minutes for purse seine
vessels.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 286.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $6,800.

IV. Request for Comments
Comments are invited on: (a) whether

the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: May 1, 2001.
Madeleine Clayton,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Office of the Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 01–11550 Filed 5–7–01; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 050301D]

Fishermen’s Contingency Fund

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Proposed information
collection; comment request.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before July 9, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Madeleine Clayton, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6086,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW,
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at
MClayton@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should

be directed to Charles L. Cooper,
Financial Services Division, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, National Marine
Fisheries Service, 1315 East West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910
(phone 301–713–2396).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

U.S. commercial fishermen may file
claims for compensation for losses or
damage to fishing gear or vessels, plus
50 percent of resulting economic losses,
attributable to oil and gas activities on
the U.S. outer continental shelf. To
obtain compensation applicants must
comply with requirements set forth in
50 CFR part 296. The requirements
include a report within 15 days of the
incident to gain a presumption of
causation and an application form.

II. Method of Collection

Paper forms are used.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0648–0082.
Form Number: NOAA Forms 88–164,

88–166.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Individuals or

households, business or other for-profit
organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
200.

Estimated Time Per Response: 10
hours for an application, 5 minutes for
a 15–day report.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 2,017.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $750.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized and/or
included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.
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